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National Emphasis Programs (NEPs) are temporary programs that focus 
OSHA's resources on particular hazards and high-hazard industries. 

Existing and potential new emphasis programs are evaluated using 
inspection data, injury and illness data, National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) reports, peer-reviewed 
literature, analysis of inspection findings, and other available information 
sources.
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OSHA Inspection Process Under NEP
Inspections under the new NEP will begin after a 90-day outreach 
period; which is usually accomplished by a letter being sent out to all 
industries with North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 
or Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes targeted by the 
emphasis program. 

Outreach activities under this NEP will be continued quarterly 
thereafter and may include seminars, promotional materials, and the 
on-site consultation program.
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Fall Prevention/Protection
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 03-00-025 - National Emphasis Program - Falls - 05/01/2023 - PDF 

•Combustible Dust
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 03-00-008 - Revised Combustible Dust National Emphasis Program - 01/30/2023 - PDF

Warehousing and Distribution Center Operations
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 03-00-026 - National Emphasis Program on Warehousing and Distribution Center 
Operations - 07/13/2023 - PDF

Heat
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 03-00-024 - National Emphasis Program – Outdoor and Indoor Heat-Related Hazards -
04/08/2022 - PDF
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https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-025
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_03-00-025.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-008
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_03-00-008.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-026
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-026
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_03-00-026.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-024
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_03-00-024.pdf
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Silica, Crystalline
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 03-00-023 - National Emphasis Program – Respirable Crystalline Silica - 02/04/2020 - PDF

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
•OSHA Direction - DIR 2021-03(CPL 03) - Revised National Emphasis Program – Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-
19) - 07/07/2021 - PDF

Hazardous Machinery
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 03-00-022 - National Emphasis Program on Amputations in Manufacturing Industries -
12/10/2019 - PDF

Trenching and Excavation
•OSHA Instruction - CPL 02-00-161 - National Emphasis Program on Trenching and Excavation - 10/01/2018 - PDF
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https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-023
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_03-00-023.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/dir-2021-03cpl-03
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/dir-2021-03cpl-03
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/DIR_2021-03_CPL_03.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-03-00-022
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL_03-00-022.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/cpl-02-00-161
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL-02-00-161_0.pdf
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OSHA Hazard Focus in Construction
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"Our enforcement efforts are designed to do one thing: lead to 
permanent change in workplace safety," said Assistant Secretary for 
Occupational Safety and Health Doug Parker. 

"This emphasis program allows OSHA to direct resources to 
establishments where evidence shows employers must be more 
intentional in addressing the root causes of worker injuries and align their 
business practices with the goal to ensure worker health and safety."



Why Do OSHA Citations Matter?
• Penalties

• Future Citations
– Repeat Citations
– Willful Citations

• Other Liabilities
– Third Party Litigation

• Business Reputation
– OSHA Press Releases
– OSHA Establishment Search
– Severe Violator Enforcement Program (SVEP)
– Third Party Tracking Services
– Response from Customers, Clients, Suppliers, Industry Organizations

• Criminal Liability (Will Discuss More Later)
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Current OSHA Penalties

2024

Other Than Serious $16,131

Serious $16,131

Willful $161,323

Repeat $161,323

Failure to Abate $16,131
per day

• OSHA penalties increased to Consumer Price Index (CPI)

• Will be revised every following year
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